S98             VISIT TO THE HOLY PLACKS,
Inconsiderable in size, and paltry in its orna-
ments,   this monument is  eminently curious,
from the mixture of styles which it presents.
There is no appearance of an entrance into any
part of it; so that it seems, if a tomb, to have
been as firmly closed as the Egyptian pyramids
themselves; perhaps from the same respect for
the inviolability of the repose of the dead. The
features before described gave the whole such
a strangely mixed character, that there seemed
no'other solution of the problem which it oflered,
than that of supposing the plain square monu-
ment, the moulding, the broad cornice, and the
pyramid above, to be a work of the Jewish age,
as partaking of the style of the country in which
their fathers had sojourned so long; and, admit-
ting the bastard Ionic columns and pilasters
raised from the mass on each of its sides to have
been the ornamental work of a more modern
period, added either out of veneration for the
monument itself, or on its transfer by dedication
to some other purpose.    At the present moment
it is surrounded by the graves of Jews, and its
sides are covered with names inscribed in Hebrew
characters, evidently of recent execution*
Close by this, on the north, we came to a
cavern called the Grotto of the Disciples, from
an idea that they came frequently hither to be
taught by their Divine Master; although by